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Question 1
Peter wanted to modernize Russia in order to be able to compete with European countries. By introducing shaving and German clothing, the Great Peter wanted to westernize Russia by changing the government system, religious affairs, economy, and the cultures. Peter wanted Russia to adopt European culture while some Russian’s were anti-reforms. 
The new reforms were not well received by most Russians, especially shaving of beards which was particularly unpopular with the Russian Orthodox Church. He also changed the calendar to begin eight days after the birth of Christ instead of the previous creation version (Cracraft, 1994).  
Question 2
The Great Peter’s decree on Entail's main purpose was to define how property was to be inherited in the new Russia. His intention was for the other son’s to work in industries instead of inheriting property thereby making money for the state through revenues. Only the first son was to inherit immovable property such as real estate (Cracraft, 1994).  
In the same way the first son was accorded a superior rank than other children, the Table of Ranks established class ranks for military, civil, and courts like the European system. The new system allowed commoners to work their way up the bureaucratic hierarchy unlike the traditional hereditary system.     
Question 3
The purchase and sale of peasants was customary in the traditional Russia and the Great Peter would have been met by significant resistance trying to abolish the practice. However, the peasants were not sold to be separately but rather, as a whole family to avoid much grief. 
Peter’s decree on the sale of serfs was not followed because it is noted that no new law code was ever issued on the matter during his reign (Cracraft, 1994). The matter was supposed to be clarified through the compilation of a new law code.    
Question 4
The Academy of Arts and Sciences was established to study fine arts, sciences, languages and book translation. Disposition of sciences and arts was to be through two institutions, the University and Academy or Society. The university was to teach high sciences such as Philosophy, Medicine, and Jurisprudence. Academies only focussed on making professionals instead of research. 
Unlike in European nations, Academies established by Peter could accommodate individuals who had not gone through primary or secondary education to learn the basics. Evidently, the Russian society is different from the European society in many ways though many similarities exist. Although the education systems are thought to be different, the Russians adopted aspects of the European education system (Cracraft, 1994)
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